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Tuesday 17th March 2020 
 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update 
 

To all Members of the School Community, 

I am writing again to give you the latest guidance from the Government. After 
contacting you yesterday afternoon to inform you that we would be proceeding with 
the Parent and Carer Meetings today, we changed our plans based on the updated 
advice that came from our Prime Minister and Senior Health Officials yesterday 
teatime. Please expect there to be more changes to guidance over the next days and 
weeks. I will endeavour to contact you all as quickly as possible following a detailed 
analysis of the guidance and changes we need to enact. My senior leaders will review 
guidance every morning and respond as required. Thank you for your understanding 
and thank you to the staff team in the school who have been supportive and focused 
on providing a safe and purposeful environment for your children. 
 
There has been a significant change to the advice related to households with a 
suspected case of COVID-19 (Coronavirus). The updated advice requires all 
members of a household with a suspected case of Coronavirus to self-isolate 
for 14 days. Please read carefully the guidance below from the following Government 
webpage: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-
guidance 
 
We have contingency plans in place to keep the school open as long as it is safe to 
do so. We will use all of the expert advice and Government Guidance on which to 
base our decisions. Currently, Headteachers and Chair of Governors should act upon 
the advice of Public Health England in regard to school closures. We will also keep 
Breakfast Club, Activity Club and SPACE open as long as it is safe to do so as we 
understand that these offer a vital service for many of our parents and carers 
including members of our NHS and public services. 

Following the Government advice published last night, we have assessed the 
activities in school to support the social distancing measures we should all be taking 
to reduce social interaction between people in order to reduce the transmission of 
coronavirus (COVID-19). We have taken the decision to cancel any events up until 
the Easter break, that are not part of the essential and core services of the school. 
We will continue to evaluate the situation and make further decisions about the period 
after the Easter break. These include:  
 
* Parent/Carer Meetings 
* Class and Year Group Assemblies 
* Sporting Competitions against other schools 
* School trips 
* Swimming 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance


Haslingden Primary School 
Ryefield Avenue, Haslingden, Rossendale, BB4 4BJ. 01706 215947 

https://haslingdenprimary.com/    email: bursar@haslingden-pri.lancs.sch.uk 

 

 Haslingden Primary School       @haslingdenpri 
 

* Music tuition 
* Brass Band, Drama Club, Writing Club and other planned after-school clubs 
* Year 6 Tutoring 
* Open Classroom 
* Forest Schools 
 
These measures limit the contact between members of the school population and 
members of our wider community and ensures that we are not undertaking non-
essential travel. Individual classes will be e mailed separately with details of the trips 
that have been cancelled.  
 
We recognise that Year 6 have SATs planned in May but at the moment we are 
unsure if they will be impacted. We are planning for them to be administered and 
preparing the children for them. Year 6 teachers will send home tonight a slip with 
information about your child’s current levels of attainment and recommendations on 
what they can focus on to improve. This is information that would have been shared 
at the meetings today. Please read the forms carefully and contact the school office if 
there is anything you would like to discuss. 
 
Once again, please ensure that you regularly check your emails and keep up to date 
with current guidance and advice so that we keep everyone as safe as possible. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mr. G. Ellis 
Headteacher 
 
COVID-19: guidance for households with possible coronavirus infection 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-
home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 

This guidance is intended for: 

• people with symptoms that may be caused by coronavirus, and do not require 
hospital treatment, who must remain at home until they are well 

• those living in households with someone who shows symptoms that may be 
caused by coronavirus 

The main messages are: 

• if you live alone and you have symptoms of coronavirus illness (COVID-19), 
however mild, stay at home for 7 days from when your symptoms started. 
(See ending isolation section for more information) 

• if you live with others and you or one of them have symptoms of coronavirus, then 
all household members must stay at home and not leave the house for 14 days. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance#ending-isolation
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The 14-day period starts from the day when the first person in the house became 
ill 

• it is likely that people living within a household will infect each other or be infected 
already. Staying at home for 14 days will greatly reduce the overall amount of 
infection the household could pass on to others in the community 

• for anyone in the household who starts displaying symptoms, they need to stay at 
home for 7 days from when the symptoms appeared, regardless of what day they 
are on in the original 14-day isolation period. (See ending isolation section for 
more information 

• if you can, move any vulnerable individuals (such as the elderly and those with 
underlying health conditions) out of your home, to stay with friends or family for the 
duration of the home isolation period 

• if you cannot move vulnerable people out of your home, stay away from them as 
much as possible 

• if you have coronavirus symptoms: 

• do not go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital 
• you do not need to contact 111 to tell them you’re staying at home 

• testing for coronavirus is not needed if you’re staying at home 

• plan ahead and ask others for help to ensure that you can successfully stay at 
home and consider what can be done for vulnerable people in the household 

• ask your employer, friends and family to help you to get the things you need to 
stay at home 

• wash your hands regularly for 20 seconds, each time using soap and water, or use 
hand sanitiser 

• if you feel you cannot cope with your symptoms at home, or your condition gets 
worse, or your symptoms do not get better after 7 days, then use the NHS 111 
online coronavirus service. If you do not have internet access, call NHS 111. For a 
medical emergency dial 999 

 
What is social distancing? 

Social distancing measures are steps you can take to reduce the social interaction 
between people. This will help reduce the transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19). 

They are: 

1. Avoid contact with someone who is displaying symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-
19). These symptoms include high temperature and/or new and continuous cough 

2. Avoid non-essential use of public transport, varying your travel times to avoid rush 
hour, when possible 

3. Work from home, where possible. Your employer should support you to do this. 
Please refer to employer guidance for more information 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance#ending-isolation
https://111.nhs.uk/
https://111.nhs.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19
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4. Avoid large gatherings, and gatherings in smaller public spaces such as pubs, 
cinemas, restaurants, theatres, bars, clubs 

5. Avoid gatherings with friends and family. Keep in touch using remote technology 
such as phone, internet, and social media 

6. Use telephone or online services to contact your GP or other essential services 

Everyone should be trying to follow these measures as much as is pragmatic. 

For those who are over 70, have an underlying health condition or are pregnant, we 
strongly advise you to follow the above measures as much as you can, and to 
significantly limit your face-to-face interaction with friends and family if possible. This 
advice is likely to be in place for some weeks. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-
and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-
protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults 

Useful web links:  

https://111.nhs.uk/ 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-england 
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-
response 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults
https://111.nhs.uk/
https://111.nhs.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news

