
Haslingden Primary School 
Ryefield Avenue, Haslingden, Rossendale, BB4 4BJ. 01706 215947 

https://haslingdenprimary.com/    email: bursar@haslingden-pri.lancs.sch.uk 

 

 Haslingden Primary School       @haslingdenpri 
 

4th May 2020 
 

Our Commitment to our Community 
 
To all members of the school’s community, 
 
Yesterday, I went for a bike ride over the hills. Watching families in their gardens as I passed by, 
the absence of traffic on the roads, clear blue skies, and little noise, brings home to me that we 
are living in a changed world. Like you, I have seen things differently over the past 6-weeks of 
lockdown both personally and professionally.  
 
Professionally, I have seen what a strong team we have at our school. Staff have adapted, 
answered the call to provide childcare for key workers and have juggled their commitments at 
home alongside their worries, concerns about relatives/friends/family, missing the people they 
love, to commit to building our virtual school, provide support with home learning, contact 
families, hold Zoom meetings, process vouchers, and supporting children and adults with needs, 
amongst other tasks. 
 
I have seen the school community grow stronger through the power of community groups, 
social media, and technology. Often, we hear the negative sides of social media, but I have been 
overwhelmed with how our community have used it to connect and support, praise and say 
thank you, engage and be part of a team. 
 
Personally, I and some members of my team, may have experienced COVID-19, although at that 
time we could not be tested. 5-weeks after starting to recover, I have seen the impact it has on 
people’s health. We have lost members of our wider community to the disease. This experience 
strengthens the first principle of running our school – safety comes before anything else. 
 
This last point leads into what I want to tell you. Many of you will have read, listened to, and 
watched ‘experts’ talk about when schools will return. Currently, it is important to reiterate to 
you that no-one knows, and this includes school leaders and Governors.  
 
What we do know from the daily Downing Street briefings is that Prime Minister Johnson has 
indicated that the Government’s plan on when and how we are going to come out of lockdown 
will be communicated at the end of this week or early next week. 
 
What I also know is that the leadership team and Governing Body of the school are ready to 
read, understand, interpret, plan, and implement a strategy for children and staff to return. As 
always, we will evaluate and reflect so we can adjust and improve every day. 
 
I also know that we will be guided by our strong school principles.  

• Everyone’s safety matters, both physical and mental health 

• Communication will be clear and timely 

• We will deal in facts, not speculation 
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• Support learning for all children 
 
You will have a very important part to play. Life will not return to ‘normal’ for a long time. We 
all need to be prepared for there to be differences in the way we move around, come to school, 
and communicate.  Be ready to read, understand and follow any guidance that we or the 
Government issue. Support each other to keep our community safe. 
 
I want to finish by saying we are ready to respond to the Government’s plans to ensure that we 
are ready to reopen the school, according to guidance we receive from the Department for 
Education. I know from how you have responded already that you will support us too and be 
patient as our plans are implemented. 
 
I look forward to communicating with you in more detail in the weeks to come. 
 
Stay safe and take care of each other. 
 
Mr Ellis 
Headteacher 
 

 
 

 
 

***Financial Help*** 
If your family's financial situation has changed 
recently due to the Coronavirus, and you now 
access benefits, you may be able to claim free 

school meals and receive a £15 eVoucher 
weekly from the Department of Education for 

each of your children. 
You will need to: 

1. Check if your eligible on the webpage below. 
2. Ring the East Area Education Office and ask 

to register your child(ren) for free school meals 
- 01254 220 747. 

3. If you are eligible, contact the school's email 
as soon as possible and I will add you to the list 

of families eligible for vouchers immediately. 
I hope this helps you if you find yourself in this 
situation. Remember that you can also get help 

from Rossendale Connected. 
Thanks, Mr Ellis 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-
education-families/schools/free-school-

meals/?page=2&fbclid=IwAR0I9eTs-
6HWt12vo_D7e4c9mjTaaeCYfS595A1MNTjThj

Wzyi0KcVzaAcU 
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