
Haslingden Primary School 
Ryefield Avenue, Haslingden, Rossendale, BB4 4BJ. 01706 215947 

https://haslingdenprimary.com/    email: bursar@haslingden-pri.lancs.sch.uk 

 

 

Haslingden 

Primary 

School  

 

@haslingdenpri  

 

Haslingden 

Primary 

School 
 

13th May 2020 
 

Initial summary from parent/carer survey 12th May 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Thank you to everyone who filled in the questionnaire sent out by email on Tuesday 12th May 2020 
following the release of the Government’s guidance for reopening school. Your responses have helped 
me and my team enormously. I hope this summary report is of help. 
I want to share my thoughts on the job we now must undertake. My team and I are not looking at 
making small changes to how we used to run the school, but are building a ‘new school’, a new way of 
doing things, from the foundations upwards. We will need to take small steps to ensure that we do 
things safely for everyone involved.  
I will do everything that I can to make school as safe as possible, but I will respect the decisions of every 
parent and carer when it comes to the decisions they make in their homes about children returning to 
school at this time; I wear a Headteacher’s hat but also a parent’s hat too. 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to set out an initial timeline that we are working towards. 
***PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS COULD CHANGE DUE TO FACTORS OUTSIDE OF OUR CONTROL*** 
Week beginning 18th May 2020: School to communicate further details of the school’s plan including 
additional information for Key Workers and children in the Government’s ‘Priority’ group. 
Week beginning 25th May 2020: Detailed plans/ instructions for Years R, 1 and 6 communicated to 
parents and carers. 
Week beginning 1st June 2020: The earliest time that the school could partially open for Years R, 1 and 
6, subject to all checks and approvals being given. 
Mid-June onwards: Further details of plans for Years 2, 3, 4 and 5 to return to school. 
 
As always, I will communicate any additional information that I receive at the earliest opportunity. 
Yours sincerely, 
Mr Ellis 
Headteacher 
 
Introduction 
I received well over 200 responses before writing this summary report and ‘question and answer’ 
section. 

• Where parents and carers were undecided, most expressed that they did not feel that they had 
enough information to decide. Many parents referred to the confusion about the wider 
Government guidance and not having enough confidence in their advice. 

• The main reason expressed for parents and carers indicating that they would not send their 
children back at this time was down to their views on safety for their children and their families. 
Some mentioned that they were concerned for teachers and staff members. Many responses 
mentioned concerns around children’s ability to socially distance, especially at the younger age 
groups and the lack of strong scientific evidence. 

• Where parents and carers expressed a preference for sending their children back to school, the 
main reason given was about children missing out on their education. Some parents talked 
about needing to return to “normality” and a routine. 
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A summary of questions and answers 
 
Does my child have to go to school? 
NO, the guidance clearly states that parents or carers will not be fined or prosecuted for not sending 
their child to school. I believe that parents and carers must make their own decision at this time, with 
the best information available, about sending their child to school.  
 
Is it safe? 
I can say that the school, like any place outside, has some risk. We will work with the best guidance and 
advice, from all sources including Government, Local Authority, Public Health Professional Bodies and 
Unions, to reduce the risk as much as possible. There are clear steps that schools can take to reduce 
the risks as well as working with parents and carers to ensure that everyone understands the rules and 
requirements when schools reopen. These are laid out in the guidance documents. 
 
Will it be a normal school day? 
No. The school will need to follow the guidance that is set out and currently I do not see that we will 
return to classes of 30 until the infection rate decreases more and the scientific advice tells us that it is 
safe to do so. Due to smaller class sizes, the school will not be able to fit all children in at the same time. 
This would require double the number of classrooms and a large increase in staff numbers to manage 
28 smaller classes rather than the current 14. We expect that until we can make classes of 30 children 
safe, for there to be some degree of change to the length of the school day and/or the weekly 
timetable. 
 
What will happen at break and lunchtimes? 
Break and lunchtimes will not be the same as before the lockdown. Groups of children will need to kept 
separate from other groups of children as much as possible. All timetables will need to be carefully 
constructed to ensure that the risk from groups mixing is minimised as much as possible. Further details 
will be made available next week. 
 
When will I find out the detailed plan for school reopening? 
We are working to get an outline of the plan, covering the next phases of reopening, to all parents, 
carers and school staff by the middle of next week so there is time to discuss and make arrangements 
e.g. with employers, childminders, nurseries and family. The following week, we plan to give each class 
specific information on the rules, procedures, and the timetable. 
 
What do I do if I have other children in year groups that are not returning to school? 
Each year group will be brought back in different phases. It is likely that several families in our school 
may have a child in school and a child at home. 
 
I am a key worker but will still need childcare. 
We are planning to keep our childcare provision open for the children of key workers and ‘vulnerable’ 
children until school returns to normal. We will publish further information about the options for 
parents and carers who are key workers in the next week. 
 
When will Years 2, 3, 4 and 5 return to school? 
The Government has made it their ambition for these year groups to return before the summer if it is 
deemed safe. Again, I anticipate that if we must teach in smaller classes, there will be some 
adjustment/reduction to children’s timetable in school. 
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What happens if there is a case of COVID-19 in the school? 
Anyone who has been in contact with a person tested positive will need to isolate for 14-days. This 
would mean that the child or staff member’s class would all have to isolate plus any other people at 
home or in school who have had contact. Public Health have well established advice for schools. 
 
I have a family member at home who is ‘shielding’ and/or are in a highly vulnerable group. What 
should I do? 
I am aware of some children, staff members and families who fall into this category. The Government 
have issued guidance for people in these groups – see the email dated 12th May.  
 
If I keep my child at home, how will they learn? 
We are committed to continuing to support education through our virtual school, the provision of 
study guides, access to technology and being able to contact a teacher for advice and support. We 
will continue to make a huge effort to keep the school connected through assemblies, Zoom calls for 
most children, and school newsletters until the time when we can all return to school. 
 
What happens if the rate of infections and deaths increases in society? 
As we will have a plan to reopen school a step at a time, it is important to note that we may need to 
reverse decisions if society needs to ‘lockdown’ for a second time. 
 
Will parents and carers need to do anything differently as a parent or carer? 
Yes. We will release detailed information about new rules and procedures in all aspects of school life. 
New guidance and rules may apply to areas such as dropping off and picking up arrangements, how 
to contact the office or teacher, and monitoring and reporting symptoms or confirmed cases of 
COVID-19. 
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